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Abstract
| Chronlc coughis often viewed as a difficult clinicai problem. It can be physmally and psychologlcally
debliltatmg, occasionally leading to serious complications. Although there are many etiologies, an
organized approach including focused history and physical examination, directed testing in select
cases, and freatment trials lead to accurate, safe, and cost-effective diagnoses in most patients. -

Additional symptomatic treatment is frequently beneficial. Occasionally, diagnostic dilemmas,

treatment failures, or more serious causative disorders necessutate referral for further testing and
management '
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